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HUMAN RIGHT

Rome Declaration of 10 December 2003
Making the right to water aredlity

1. There are still today 1,4 billion people without access to safe drinkable water and 2,4 billion
without access to adequate sanitation services. The consequences are devastating : 30.000
persons are dying everyday from diseases due to the absence of safe water and adequate
sanitation. Remember, the United Nations proclaimed in 1980 “The Decade for Drinkable
Water and Sanitation” (1981-1991) with the aim to provide access to water for al by the year
2000!

2. Since the Internationa Water Conference in Dublin in 1992, the (institutional) International
Community refrains from recognising access to water as a human right, i.e. a right that is
universal, indivisible and indefeasible. Today World leaders prefer to treat access to water as a
vital need and consider water as a resource, a raw material, an economic good. Accordingly
they give the preference to market oriented policies, to the privatisation of management of water
services and to water commodification.

In November 2002, the United Nations Committee for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
declared that adequate water provision for personal and domestic use represents a fundamental
human right of every person. In its “General Comment” number 15 on the implementation of
the 1966 International Convention on Economic, Socia and Cultural Rights, the Committee
stated that “the human right to water is essentia to conduct his own existence with dignity. It
constitutes a precondition to the realisation of the other human rights’. The “Genera
Comment” has no binding power on the 146 States that have ratified the International
Convention. This is why the same States have, once more, stated in the Final Ministerial
Declaration, on March 2003 at the 3 World Water Forum in Kyoto, that access to water is a
vital need (not aright); that water has to be treated primarily as an economic good, not only as a
social good; and that water must be given an economic value, determined by market price
mechanisms according to the full cost recovery principle (profit included). Fortunately, at the
same Forum, various participating organisations supported different position. In particular,
Catholic Church presented a document in which it is said that access to water should be
considered a human right. Additionally its authors provide some criticism on today trend
towards water privatisation. The internationa public service, trade-union defended similar
opinion.

3. The right to water is mentioned in a few international acts and decisions. The Convention on
Children Rights, for instance, makes an explicit reference to water. Equally, the first United
Nations Conference on water in 1977 at Mar del Plata declared that every person has the right to
access to drinkable water to satisfy her fundamenta needs.

Reality, however, has moved in a different direction. The political, economic and techno-



scientific leaders of the rich and powerful countries of the world - and very often, the leading
groups from the less “developed” countries as well — have implemented in the last 20 years,
ingtitutional, financial, agricultural, industrial and commercia policies that have had magor
destructive effects, of greater impact than the few declarations of principles in favour of the
human right to water.

. Prospects are not more encouraging than the present state of affairs. The commodification of
water seems destined to expand more widely. In the last ten years, analyses and “forecasts’
made by UN, FAO, UNESCO, WHO, UNDP and the World Bank have “anticipated”

- afurther deepening of the “water crisis’ throughout the world. It is foreseen that in 2032 —
40 years since the first Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro — 60% of the World population will
“live” in regions characterised by water scarcity.

- major water shortages for agriculture in China, India and United States. In these countries
water tables have dangerously gone down, because of excessive overpumping by agriculture
and industry (energy production included) in the course of the last 50 years,

- the proliferation and hardening of water conflicts within and across countries. Water is
more and more defined as “the blue gold” in analogy with oil “the black gold” and,
therefore, people are more and more told and convinced that the XXIst century will be the
century of “water wars’

These are unacceptable possible futures

. United Nations have declared 2003 as “the International Water Year”. Almost at its end, we

came together from the various regions of the world, as citizens, on behalf only of our
citizenship, with the intention to avoid that this year ends with very meagre concrete political
results, as it was the case for the G8 meeting last June at Evian. G8 leaders promised that they
would take strong commitments particularly in the water area. Some |leaders expected a triple
increase of International Public Aid to the water sector (up to 30 billions $ yearly). Deception
was great : G8 ended with no serious commitment for water.

. In front of such situation we want to react and invite all citizens to join us in acting for
principles, goals and initiatives described herein below.

Wedeclarethat

- the formal recognition of the Right to Water is amagor step towards the

implementation of the right to life for al,

- the effective implementation of the Right to Water for all isanecessary condition in the
fight against poverty and its eradication;

- the Right to Water for al (and not only for the half of those people who have  not access
to water) by 2015, is arealistic economic target. 1n 1977, UN (namely the UNDP)
showed that access to water for all within aperiod of 15 years was economically feasible.
It ill is absolutely clear that the main obstacle to its implementation is not the absence or
theinadequacy of financial resources, nor of competencies of technology rather,
what islacking isa political will and all related economic and social policy choices.

Therefore we consider that

- The exclusion of water, 55 years ago, from being explicitly mentioned as a human right in
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, has hampered citizens' ability to put effective



pressure on governments to affirm it. To the contrary, it has contributed, in an international
context increasingly influenced by neo-libera market economy, to the success of those
approaches and management choices at national level that consider water an economic good.
Hence the growing process of water privatisation and commodification.

- It is urgent and necessary to recognise water and the ecosystems as a common public good
and to manage to exclude them out from the category of “market goods and services’, not
only with regard its domestic uses. Being also an essential and unsubstituable element for
other economic activities (agricultural, energetic, industrial) of fundamental importance for
the right to life and living together, water must be considered as a public good under these
circumstances as well.

- Water and water services cannot be the subject of trade talks or of World Trade Organisation
negotiations, but have to become the object of world rules and ingtitutions that support and
promote a use of water as a common good and a human right.

To thisend, we re-state our adhesion to the following principles:

- Water isacommon public good belonging to humankind and all living species

- The access to water is a human and social right, individual and collective right

- Financing the costs for guaranteeing access to water for all by the quantity and quality required
for life is the responsibility for the public authorities.

Therefore we propose that, out of many known and realistic actions and solutions, this Special
Day of Rome givesthe priority to six goals, for implementation on the next 5 to 10 years, i.e.

First goal : givethe Right to Water a constitutional status

- by including this right into the Universal Declaration

- by introducing it into the Constitution of all States. It is time that European citizens push for the
introduction of this Right into the new Constitution of the European Union
- by incorporating it into the statutes of local authorities ( Communes, Provinces, Regions...)

Second goal : transform water into a peace instrument

By promoting a campaign for the approval of atext by local collectivities (communes, provinces,
regions) and States in which they declare to repudiate the use of water for politica and military
ends and as an instrument for oppression, exclusion and blackmailing.

Third goal : freedom for the “water children”

To guarantee by 2010 full time school attendance to 18 millions children (mostly young girls) who
are denied the right to education because they are obliged to spend their day to “bring water” to the
family and the village by covering a distance of several kilometres

Fourth goal : stop devastating overpumping and over consumption

To reduce by 2010 at world level by 40% excessive overpumping and water losses in agriculture,
industry and in the distribution networks. Additionaly, to reduce domestic water wastes
represented by the use of drinkable water (about 90%) for nontdrinkable ends. The resulting
financial massive savings should be alocated to funding initiatives geared at expanding access to
water in al developing countries, with the promotion of local populations participation. With this



respect an important role should be played by a return of the management of mineral water into
public ends.

Fifth goal : invent a new generation of cooper ative finance for water

To set up a world co-operative financia system, geared at enhancing the development of a water
world public service, and to finance water investments at “local”, national and international level,
with the aim of ensuring access to drinkable water for al, particularly in arid and semi arid regions
and in poor areas of the multi-millions cities, promoting at the same time public partnership.

Sixth goal : local democracy for water

To promote, at all levels (villages, communes, cities, provinces, regions and transnational basins),
the creation of Citizens Councils to which an effective power in decision making is attributed, in
support to and as a reinforcement of existing or similar types of representative and referendum
democracy, this according to the different contexts and cultures. It belongs to people to decide on
water matters.
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