Cúpula dos Povos
Water Declaration- Blue Pavilion
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We, movements for the defense of water and Mother Earth gathered at the Blue Pavilion inside the Cúpula
dos Povos, collectively share a vision that water is a commons, not a commodity. The Earth’s pristine waters
give life to an astonishing diversity of ecosystems and human societies. This common vision affirms the
necessity of an equitable and balanced relationship with Mother Earth that respects the laws of nature,
maintains the integrity of the water cycle, and ensures the achievement of social and environmental justice for
all of Earth’s inhabitants.
We uphold UN Resolution 64/292 on the right to water and sanitation, which is a significant achievement of
our movements, based on many campaigns for adoption of this right in national constitutions.
In solidarity with the thousands of activists and social movements, we collectively reject the corporate control
of our societies, and their so-called “green economy” proposals, which seek to put a price on nature and
water, commodifying them under the pretext of sustainability, development, poverty alleviation and
efficiency; thereby monetizing and commodifying all that is sacred and necessary to life on Earth.
The “green economy” is an expression of the capitalist model of development which pays little attention to
the hydrological inter-connections and creates profound economic, social and environmental inequities and
crises, solidifying the corporate capture and subordination of our societies and nature to the financial markets.
This development model, which considers water (and nature) as economic inputs, is ineffective in providing
access to water and sanitation for all, cannot support a sustainable economy and undermines a peaceful coexistence between humans, living species and the Earth’s ecosystems.
We reject institutionalized colonialism and racism and the denial of Indigenous peoples’ and traditional
communities’ rights to self-determination and food sovereignty.
We demand our governments to reject the false solutions of the “green economy”, and not place water under
the logic of market and profit. Water, whether for drinking or agriculture, must be democratically managed
by communities and/or public institutions and not by corporations.
We demand our governments to defend the public interest, guarantee access to sanitation and clean and safe
water for all, in quantities that can sustain life and dignity. We call upon all governments to officially
recognize the right to water and sanitation for all people in their national laws, in accordance with the UN
resolution 64/292. The right to water must especially be guaranteed as a priority for women and children, for
the poor, and people living in dehumanizing conditions.
We call for the preservation of the integrity of the water cycle in the framework of the recognition of the
rights of ecosystems and species to exist, thrive and reproduce. We call for the recognition of the rights of
nature in order to guarantee that the biosphere and its inhabitants are protected for sustainability and
ecological balance.
We call for a global community solidarity and empowerment through the creation of truly democratic global
water institutions such as public-public partnerships and public-community partnerships or the creation of
World Water Authority which must act in the interest of humanity and nature.
We call for the creation of an international penal court for the trial of environmental crimes.
We commit to continue building networks and new social alliances, broadening and deepening our
connections with social movements fighting for food sovereignty, decent work and workers’ rights,
democracy, and social and environmental justice. In particular, we commit to actively participate in the
climate justice campaigns as water is one of the key elements of life that is affected by climate change.
Given the collective experience, determination and the broad solidarity that we have with other movements
present here at the Cupola, overcoming the “green economy” and building new models of development in
harmony with nature are indeed possible.

