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Introduction

This document is the result of a four-day forum in Padova gathering 80 youths from different
European countries. The central topics of the Forum were water as a human right and as a
common good. Participants were divided in 5 working groups on different water issues. Therefore
this document represents the points of view that emerged during the Forum. .

Water is a source of life.

Water is a vital component for nature and ecosystems.
Water is a human right.

Water is a right for all living beings.

Water is neither a commodity, nor should it be traded.
Water is a social, cultural and common good.

Water is a patrimony of humanity.

Water cycle has to be preserved.

Water should not be managed for profit.

Water services have to be public.

Referring to Universal Declaration on Human Rights of 1948.

Referring to the International Covenant to the Economic Social and Cultural Rights and to the
Optional Protocol of the ICESCR of 1966 and 2008.

Referring to the General Observation number 15 of the UN Economic Social Cultural Rights
Committee of 2002.

Referring to the 64/292 Resolution of the UN General Assembly adopted the 28t of July in 2010
And to the MDG number 1 and 7 adopted in 2000.

We underline that popular initiatives and wishes are important for the improvement of
democratic processes, also and especially concerning water management.

We also underline that in the world there are around 1 billion people do not have a safe access to
water and around 2 billions do not have access to sanitation.

Getting inspiration from other communities which have been fighting for the right to water can
enforce and enrich the process at large (e.g. in Slovenia and in Cochabamba).

Advocating for the participation of citizens in the decisional process for water management (e.g.
committees of citizens within water companies) and promote the culture of participation as an
instrument to fight against privatizations.

Paying more attention on water conservation at the source rather than on purification of polluted
water with technological solutions.



Right to water and sanitation

REQUESTS

The European institutions, and especially the European Commission, should mention explicitly the
right to water in next European policies.

European States which have not ratified the OP-ICESCR yet should do so as soon as possible.

Each State should elaborate indicators so as to evaluate the progressive implementation of the
right to water and sanitation.

Participatory processes

REQUESTS

Referendum results must be respected.

More consideration should be given to local committees and associations which represent society.
More power should be given to popular initiatives.

PROPOSALS

To guarantee the possibility for citizens to be involved in their municipalities’ decision-making
processes.

To introduce the abrogative referendum
European Union institutions has to guarantee the application of local and national referendum

with penalties for the countries or municipalities.

European framework and Blueprint

REQUESTS
The water framework directive has to be implemented in each European members states.

These principles should be taught in schools and university and among society (education
institution, water administration, companies).

We request a dialogue with EU policy makers.

These principles should be considered by competent authorities and legislators.

PROPOSALS

Encourage co-operation at river-basin level.



Define geographical territories for different levels of responsibility.

Define parameters for water quality for different types of consumption and before it is
released in the environment.

Define minimum and maximum quantity parameters on water consumption.
Make continuous enquiries on water use to build a database on typical use and waste.

Create spaces and political processes for citizens and young people in order to express their
views and take part in decision making.

Include a set of Best Practices for water management, for the whole water cycle.
Define practical schemes to minimize the waste of water in every sector
Define specific penalty schemes regarding water use and management.

A special focus should be given to raising awareness among youths concerning the right to
water.

Water privatization

REQUESTS

To encourage municipalities to become “blue communities” as a recognition of their engagement
on the protection of water rights and water as a common good.

To promote the public exchange of knowledge and good practices between public water
companies (PUP partnerships).

To establish funds to invest in public water infrastructures.
To implement the municipalization of the water management against privatization.
PROPOSALS

To create a map to keep track on the situation of water companies: their level of privatization,
terms of contract and the countdown to the end of the contracts.

To raise awareness on water issues in trade unions.

To petition the EU parliament to discuss the Greek situation concerning water privatization.
Instruments: mail bombing and/or "Avaz like" petition. That needs to be done before the UE
parliament election.

To impose transparency in water services. Water companies have to make available to the public
their concession contracts, their contracts with subsidiary providers, previsions ( concerning 5-10
and 20 years investment plans on infrastructures spending), annually profits, general spending on
workers, maintenance of infrastructures, external consultants and investments.



